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reached the limit of their powers in their armaments, and France had even exceeded them in a certain sense. Germany and Austria-Hungary on the other hand had not nearly found the limit of their powers. How is this terrible omission to be explained, which would have raised the gravest charges against the responsible statesmen in any established nation?
The Chancellor, supported by the Secretary of the Treasury Wormuth, was afraid of the expression "armament race/' He thought to serve peace by restraint in warlike preparations for war. By this means the Entente was to be convinced of our peaceful intentions. The whole world knew in truth that we wanted to keep the peace, but it raised such a shout of indignation at our insufficient Defence Bills, that it could hardly have been louder if we had really made thorough-going preparations for war. The insufficiency of our armaments, however, loosened the sword of our neighbours. If we had drawn the natural inference from the growing strength of Russia since 1909, and had actually kept pace with our opponents' armaments, then peace and friendly relations with Russia based upon respect would have been secured. It was an enormous mistake in method for us not to secure the highest degree of military defensive strength in view of our disadvantages in diplomacy and geography. What would have become of Prussian Germany if Frederick the Great and his father had been afraid of a race in armaments with Austria? A nation which was taking part in such a